STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

President David Schroer opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on February 1, 2010.  Members present were David Schroer, Jack Knust, Charles Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also present were Surveyor John Keller, Commissioners Attorney Eric Somheil, and Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

A motion to approve the Drainage Board minutes from January 4, 2010, was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 5 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
Discussion began concerning the long term plan Surveyor John Keller presented at the October, 2009, meeting to generate revenue for the maintenance and improvement of County ditches.
Paul Sinders once again reported that Mary Porteus Brown will be receiving outside funds to clean, so proposed raise in assessment could be reduced to 300%.
Charlie Brown proposed leaving all proposed rates at their highest amount, and lower rates when approved.

David Schroer questioned whether the proposed plan complies with the law.  Eric Somheil asked John Keller to furnish Indiana Code reference which allows collection of any assessment into General Drain Improvement.  John will do the research, but time has run out to make changes.  If the plan is not passed at this meeting then additional collections will not be approved until 2011 collection.

A discussion then ensued about the need to grow the General Drain Improvement Fund as opposed to simply having each ditch pay for their own total maintenance.

John Keller has the envelopes ready to be sent to each affected landowner, and needs 30 days notice for hearing.

A motion to accept the long range plan was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 5 ayes. (see exhibit A)
The date of the hearing will be March 8, 2010, at 9:00 a.m., with 45 minutes allotted for each ditch.  John Keller will prepare legal notice, and submit to newspapers, up approval by Eric Somheil.

Auditor Alumbaugh informed the Board that the ditch assessments will have to be entered on the tax duplicate as added assessments to be collected in the fall, since the Treasurer will already have the tax bills printed.

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

David Schroer requested that all members be aware of proposed legislation involving Drainage Boards.

SB 282 pertains to authority given to Drainage Boards to resolve storm water drainage issues.  HB 1201 pertains to log jam removal.

Charlie Brown brought up the request of an individual property owner who has requested permission to do channel work on the Killion Ditch.  John Keller warned that he would probably need permits from the Corps of Engineers and DNR permits, but it is his property.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charles Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Knust. Motion carried 5 ayes
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